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2 Corinthians 8:1-24

The Gift of Giving
per S Olyott

2 Corinthians 8:9
9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet 
for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich. 

 
Today we advance in our study of 2 Corinthians to Chapter 8, Verses 1 to 21, where 
the Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Apostle Paul, talks about the Gift of Giving.  
So we go back in time.  To the First Century.  To the middle of the 1st Century –  to 
about the year 57.  There is trouble in Corinth, which is in south Greece.  Trouble in the
Christian Church to be specific.  There are tensions:  the Members feel that Paul, who 
promised to visit them, has let them down.  So he writes to them and clears that up.  
That’s part of this letter.  Also there has been a terrible moral problem in the Church.  
Which could be the case even in Churches founded by the Apostles!  But that’s also 
been cleared up.  So Paul writes expressing his relief.  

Then there is this question of money, which is going to be given to the poor in Jerus-
alem.  Which we will look at now.  Then there will be the biggest question of all –  there
are these super-apostles: people with tremendous charisma; terrific ‘platform’ skills; 
wonderfully compelling speakers; who do miracles.  They’ve come into the Church in 
Corinth.  Everyone is dazzled by them.  But they bring another Gospel!  So Paul con-
tinues to talk about that.

So far he shown to us that the true Gospel is preached and witnessed by ‘crucified’ 
people.  If you want to find a true Gospel messenger you won’t find someone who is 
compelling.  You’ll find someone who is vulnerable, ordinary, weak, suffering and dy-
ing.  That’s where we are up to.

So we take up the letter again at Chapter 8.  Now in this Chapter there is a change of 
subject and a change in tone.  Titus has just come back from Corinth.  He’s been re-
porting on what people think about Paul now and the moral problem.  And he’s also re-
porting about the ‘money’.

Ten years before this, Paul had met with James  – the Lord’s brother,  – Peter and 
John in Jerusalem.  It was agreed that Paul and Barnabas should go to preach to the 
non-Jews – Gentiles.  And that James and Peter and John should remain in Palestine 
and preach to the Jews.  So it was agreed.  It was agreed that the Jewish Christians 
wouldn’t insist that the Gentiles be circumcised or adopt the Jew’s Law.  But it was also
agreed that the Gentile Christians, because they were benefiting from the Gospel, 
which came from Palestine, that they would give generous gifts to support these very 
poor Christians in Jerusalem.



Now during the years Paul had been founding Churches amongst the Gentles.  In 
places which we would now call Turkey.  Called Galatia and Asia in those days.  Also in
Greece –  called Macedonia and Achaia.  There were dozens of Churches in those 
days giving generously.  Paul has been organising what he calls here ‘a wealth of gen-
erosity’.  A tremendous amount of money which will be collected by these Gentile 
Churches and would at last be available to relieve the considerable poverty of these 
poor Jewish Christians left in Palestine.

But the Corinthians, who had been so keen to get caught up in the collection.  Who 
started by putting money aside. Each Sunday.  (Every single person in the Church was
putting aside a little bit each Sunday.)  They were now becoming slack and irregular in 
their giving.  It looked like when the time that was coming when it was to be taken to 
Jerusalem: they wouldn’t be ready.  So Paul writes to them.  And in writing to them he 
also tells us how we can use what God has given us.

He writes to them.  Titus takes this letter.  With Titus he takes two more men, that are 
mentioned in today’s passage –  although they aren’t named.  They and later on four 
others carry this enormous gift to Palestine.  Perhaps in current money hundreds of 
thousands of Dollars.  Or even much more.  A very, very considerable sum of money!  

Now Paul is writing to these rather well off Christians  (more so than the Macedonians 
which Paul initially mentions as being in a severe test of affliction,) about giving.  The 
gift of Giving.  That’s in Chapter 8.  He will tell them three things:  First of all he will say
that they are not being asked to do the impossible (verses 1-5); then he will say that 
there are good reason for doing this (verses 6 to 15); and then he will say that there is 
a right way of dealing with money (verses 16 to the end).  

1. Verses 1-5:  Here we meet the people who are called the Macedonians – the 
churches of Macedonia.   That was northern Greece.  In fact the specific people 
he was talking about was the Philippians and Thessalonians  (of the cities of 
Philippi and Thessalonica).  “I want to tell you”, he says, “about the Grace of God
in those churches.”  What were they going through –  those poor Macedonian 
Christians?  Well he tells us in verse 2:  “They were filled with spiritual joy.  Des-
pite deep poverty and terrible affliction!”  They weren’t like the people of southern
Greece –  in Corinth.  They were persecuted – as you will know if you read the 
New Testament –  the Acts in particular.  They were terribly crushed.  All ‘high so-
ciety’ was against them.  They were mostly working class people and slaves.  
With barely enough to live on.  But God had been gracious to them!  In what 
way?  By supplying their needs?  No! By giving them the Gift of Giving.  That’s 
what verses 1 & 2 are telling us.

“You see”, says Paul, Verse 3, “they are not just giving according to their ability.  
They are going beyond their ability.  They are giving more than they can.”  In 
other words they are going without so that they may give to others. “They are do-
ing it freely”,  Verse 4, “I didn’t actually expect that they would get involved in this
collection”, he says, “but they pleaded with me that they might have the privilege.
They didn’t want to be left out:  in expressing fellowship with the Jewish Christi-



ans!”

“But first of all before they gave anything else, they gave themselves to the Lord
and then to us.  By the will of God.”  Paul is already saying profound things:  
Their giving, began not with their money, but with themselves.  Perhaps you have
heard before, the Sermon illustration:  

The collection plate was going round and a small boy, having nothing to 
give, was embarrassed because the collection plate arrived in front of him.  
He had no money.  So he put the collection plate on the floor and stood on 
it.  That’s all he had to give.  But that’s all God wants.  Because if God has 
that He will have the rest won’t He!

Paul is telling us in Verse 1 that giving is a ‘grace’.  It’s a charisma –  a word he 
also used at Verse 41.   In other words:  someone who gives himself – and there-
fore his gifts – for the good of other Christians. It is a ‘cause’2 i of God – such that
that person is a true Charismatic.  One of the gifts God gives His Church to sup-
ply the needs of others in the Church.  “So”, says Paul, writing to these rather 
rich Corinthians, in this prosperous, cosmopolitan sea-port.  Where there is so 
much trade, industry, art and culture, “you are not being asked to do the im-
possible!”

1  χάριν Usage: (a) grace, as a gift or blessing brought to man by Jesus Christ, (b) favor, (c) gratitude, thanks, (d) a favor, 

kindness.   See also footnote with ESV text.
2    Here is an example of First & Second causes, mentioned in the WCF.
 Primary and Secondary Causes
The truth lies in the biblical doctrine of providence. That doctrine is summed up in the 
following answer of the Shorter Catechism:
"God's works of providence are, his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and 
governing of all his creatures, and their action."
The theologians speaking of those forces truly operating in the world as "secondary 
causes". God is the first cause, but the forces of nature and free actions of personal be-
ings whom God has created are second causes; and it is extremely important, if we 
would be true to the bible, that the existence of secondary causes should not be denied. 
Only, it is important to observe that the two causes are not on the same plane. They are 
not coordinate, but one is completely subordinate to another. In every event in the nat-
ural world God has completely accomplished what he willed to accomplish. He is not lim-
ited in any way by the forces of nature or by the free actions of his creatures. They act 
truly; but they truly act only as he has determined they shall act. The correct way, there-
fore, expressing the relation between secondary causes and God, the great First Cause, 
is to say that God makes use of second causes to accomplish what is accordance with 
his eternal purpose.
Second causes are not independent forces whose cooperation He needs, but they are 
means that He employs exactly as He will.  https://www.monergism.com/topics/providence-god
%E2%80%99s-will/primary-and-secondary-causes

A broader point of view is as an aspect of God’s Providence.  See.  
https://servantsofgrace.org/three-aspects-of-gods-providence/ 

https://www.monergism.com/topics/providence-god%E2%80%99s-will/primary-and-secondary-causes
https://www.monergism.com/topics/providence-god%E2%80%99s-will/primary-and-secondary-causes
https://servantsofgrace.org/three-aspects-of-gods-providence/


2. Now the second paragraph is Verses 6 to 15:  There are good reasons for giving:
Verse 6  “Giving”, he says, “is a Grace.  So Titus is coming to ‘stir you up’ so that 
this Grace –  this charisma –  can be complete in you as well.  Look”, he says, 
“you already excel in all sorts of areas.”  Verse 7. “You’re strong in faith – you be-
lieve the Bible; you’re strong in speech – you’ve got good ‘platform’ gifts;  you’re 
strong in knowledge –  you’re good at understanding Christian doctrine and 
Scripture; you’re good at diligence – you’re quite keen; you’re strong in love!  
Seeing you’re so strong in so many areas.  Don’t be weak in this one.  Have a 
‘full orbed’, properly rounded, Christian experience.  Give!”

“Besides”, he says, “giving will show how much you love others.  I am comparing 
you with others!”  Verse 8, “I’m not commanding you, but I am comparing you 
with others.  I’m testing the sincerity of your love, by comparison with the dili-
gence of others.  I’m looking at you at Corinth and looking at them in the north of 
Greece.  I’m seeing that they have certain characteristics  –  of generosity.  And 
you have certain characteristics that could be tightfistedness and meanness.   
Churches have characteristics as Churches and what I see in you is not a good 
characteristic.  It’s obvious that they love other Christians.  Their giving proves it. 
I’m testing your love by comparing you with them.”

“There are good reasons for giving”, he says, Verse 9, “Giving is Priceless!”  It’s 
a wonderful Verse.  9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, (Good Christians, all:  when was He rich?  He wasn’t 
rich at His incarnation –  when he was born.  Paul is clearly teaching that He was
rich BEFORE He was born on earth.  His birth at Bethlehem wasn’t the begin-
ning of His existence.  That’s when He took on Himself a human Nature.    He’s 
the Everlasting Son of God!  He was really rich – because He is God) yet for 
your sake he became poor, (It was that decisive moment in history when He ap-
peared and was wrapped in swaddling bands in an animal eating trough – a 
manger.  No room for Him in the inn.  Spent all His life in abject poverty.  Coming 
to the Cross, where at last He had nothing.  He hung naked between heaven and
earth!  As He was crucified for our sins.) so that you by his poverty might be-
come rich.  (You’ve become rich without measure.  By the willing poverty of 
Christ.  So giving is Christ-like! 

“And”, he says, “there are good reasons for giving:”  (Verses 10,11 & 12)  Which 
we will take up and continue in two weeks.

[1675]

Pray also for God's grace, through the Spirit of Christ to live in us all,  that we, 
may live the new life made possible by the Spirit, for all the saints present today.
Amen.       



Delivered Sunday   14  th   May, 2023  

No record made this week



Delivered Sunday 21  st   May, 2023  
Delivered Sunday 28  th   May, 2023  



i Three Aspects of God’s Providence
• James Williams
• November 13, 2018
• Featured, Martyn Lloyd-Jones

We continue our study of Great Doctrines of the Bible by Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
(MLJ) by examining chapter 13 entitled, “The Providence of God.”
MLJ defines providence as “that continued exercise of the divine energy whereby the 
Creator upholds all his creatures, is operative in all that transpires in the world, and 
directs all things to their appointed end” (143). There are three aspects to God’s 
providence: preservation, governmental, and concurrence.
Preservation
Preservation means that God is sustaining all of creation by his word of power (Col. 
1:17). He continually keeps his work of creation in existence and operation. Psalm 
104:28-30 states it this way:

When you [God] give it to them [the creatures He has made], they gather it
up; when you open your hand, they are filled with good things. When you 
hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath, they 
die and return to their dust. When you send forth your Spirit, they are cre-
ated, and you renew the face of the ground.

God not only created everything, but it’s by his provision that everything remains, for
if he were to hide his face and remove his sustaining activity then all would cease.
Governmental
The governmental aspect of God’s providence refers to his activity whereby he takes 
everything to his desired end and purpose. As Daniel 4 clearly says, “He does accord-
ing to his will among the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth; and 
none can stay his hand or say to him, ‘What have you done?’” (v.35).
All of creation is moving toward God’s purposes, and, thankfully, all the power of 
evil or even the will of man cannot thwart it. MLJ argues, “If we did not believe that 
God controlled everything, there would be no point in praying– we would not pray 
for sunshine, we would not pray for rain; we would not pray for health and for the 
control of disease. Prayer, in a sense, would be ridiculous if we did not believe in the 
doctrine of providence” (143).
Concurrence
The third aspect of God’s providence is concurrence, which is “the co-operation of 
God and His divine power with all the subordinate powers according to the pre-estab-
lished laws of their operation, causing them to act and to act precisely as they do” 
(145). Some refer to this as the idea of “second causes.” For example, the laws of 
nature ensure certain things will happen. If I drop a book, the law of gravity says that 
book will fall to the ground. I could drop a book 1000 times with the same result each
time. So, gravity is the second cause of my book falling, because behind the laws of 
nature is the Lawmaker himself providently working through the second causes he 
put in place. Gravity does not work independently of God, which is why it’s referred 
to as a second cause.

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20104.28-30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20104.28-30
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col.%201.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Col.%201.17
https://amzn.to/2RRiwdg
https://servantsofgrace.org/category/the-gospel-and-the-christian-life/martyn-lloyd-jones/
https://servantsofgrace.org/category/featured/
https://servantsofgrace.org/2018/11/13/
https://servantsofgrace.org/author/j_williams72/


Scripture teaches us that God is the one behind these second causes. Matthew 
5:45 says that God “makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on
the just and on the unjust” (Psalm 104:20-21). One might say that the sun shines on
us because the earth’s spin puts us in position to receive the sunlight. Or, one might 
say that rain comes when there’s build-up of moisture into clouds that eventually get 
heavy enough to drop back to the ground. Certainly, the earth’s spin and the build-up 
of clouds cause sunshine and rain, but they are only secondary causes. God is orches-
trating these events to happen according to his will so he can send the sunshine and 
rain on the just and unjust.
At times, God supersedes the normal laws of nature (since he wrote the laws he’s cer-
tainly able to do so). When he does this, we typically call it a miracle. For example, 
God can heal through secondary causes or miraculously. He gives mankind the ability
to figure out how the body works and then create medicine that protects and heals 
from disease. God can heal someone of cancer through medical treatments such as 
surgery or radiation. However, he might supersede all the natural processes and heal 
without any secondary causes…to which we would say God miraculously healed 
someone. Either way, all the praise and glory go to our God!
Conclusion
Knowing about God’s providence gives utmost confidence in him. If we don’t believe
in God’s providence, then promises like Romans 8:28 simply are not realistic. If 
we don’t believe in God’s providence, then prayer makes little sense. And, if we don’t
believe in God’s providence, times of trial and difficulty will be cause for doubt.
Praise God for his providential care for all of his creation, specifically his children!

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Ps%20104.20-21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%205.45
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%205.45

